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KING RENE'S GARDEN. 



Rene, called the Good, Duke of Anjou, King of Naples and 
Sicily, and Count of Provence, "was born at Angers, on the 
sixth of January, 1408. He was the son of Louis II., King of 
Naples, and Yolande, daughter of John I. of Arragon. He re- 
ceived at his baptism the title of Count of Guise. But few par- 
ticulars are known of his early life, except that he was educated 
Tinder the eye of his mother, and in his youth acquired that 
taste for the study of the beautiful which distinguished him in 
after days. "While still young he obtained the hand of 
Isabella of Lorraine, and at the age of thirty succeeded to the 
title and estates of that dukedom. His right to this high 
dignity was disputed, and the question referred to a council 
of peers, who, however, decided in favour of Rene*. From the 
council the new claimant appealed to the sword. Civil war 
devastated the land, but without the desired result. Soon 
after Rene proceeded to Naples, as lieutenant-general, to take 
possesion of the throne on behalf of his wife, vacant by the 



one of their rambles they remarked an elevated spot, a rock 
about sixty feet high, formerly called the Camp of Caesar ; at 
the summit they discovered a. grotto, once the abode of a 
saintly recluse. The situation delighted Isabella; there was 
an air of quietness and of romance about the place that afforded 
a charming contrast to the noise, bustle, and excitement of the 
court. Rene occupied himself in attempts to render this spot, 
so wild and so uncultivated, a pleasant and agreeable retire- 
ment, by making its barren steeps bloom and flourish with all 
the glories of floriculture. Great obstacles had to be over- 
come, but patience works wonders, and patience overcame 
them all. ' The ground was clothed with the richest verdure, 
cool and shady arbours were picturesquely arranged, flowers 
shed their fragrance, and the : locality soon presented an 
entirely new, aspect. Nothing was talked of but the glories of 
King Rene's garden, and all praised his assiduity and love. 
When Bene had completed his work, a chapel was erected 
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. death of Joan II. There fresh troubles assailed him ; a com- 
petitor was ready to dispute with him for the crown, backed by 
the Duke of Milan and the Pope himself. He struggled hard, 
but the fortune of war was against him: for six years he 
remained a close prisoner, and then had to pay a heavy ransom 
before he was permitted to return to his own domains. 

Forced by the troops of Alphonso of Arragon to abandon 
the kingdom of N-aples, Rene returned to his owu duchy of 
Lorraine. There, surrounded by a brilliant court, he passed 
his time in the midst of the utmost magnificence, fetes and 
tournaments being matters of daily occurrence. Knights and 
troubadours gathered around the monarch, his court became 
the centre of all grace and beauty, and the fame thereof spread 
over the face of all fair France. But this ceaseless round of 
pleasure was but ill adapted for the failing health of Isabella : 
the bloom had passed from her cheek, and the brightness from 
her eyes ; time and trouble had marked her brow. AVith her 
Rene took many a solitary ramble, and together they traversed 
the quiet hills and valleys about the old town of Angers. In 



on the rock, richly ornamented with frescoes and pictures and 
poetical devices! Adjoining the chapel was a small hermitage, 
where he often tarried with his beloved queen. From this 
spot a stupendous and noble panorama was to be seen. To 
this hermitage the monarch gave the name of La Beaumette. 

Surrounded by all that could charm the fancy or elevate the 
taste, the poor queen lingered out her few remaining days, 
and when Rene was left alone, the garden, the chapel, and the 
hermitage, became doubly dear to him, suggestive as was 
every spot of 'her who was in very truth his second self. 
Afterwards, indeed, by the advice of his vassals, he again 
married, but never loved with the same deep earnest tender- 
ness as he had loved before. 

He devoted himself almost entirely to agricultural pursuits. 
When driven from his beloved Anjou by political intrigue, 
and forced to take refuge in Provence, he there made most 
extensive and admirable alterations. His memory was long 
cherished, and the melancholy which overhung his life added 
fresh interest to his history. 



